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Dear Marcellin community,

As you are aware, the College regularly 
reports to the community regarding the 
performance and progress of our 
students. These reports occur through 
the ‘The Eagle’, via the College website 
and twice a year via student reports.
  
In recent years, Federal and State 
Governments have raised expectations 
of schools regarding the scope of 
information that is provided to parents 
and the wider community. I therefore 
enclose a report providing information 
about the 2008 academic year.

This report presents us with a very 
positive view of our College community 
where continued improvement is always 
the goal. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all students who have contributed 
in a variety of ways to the success of 
our College. I also thank staff and 
parents for their support and care in 
working in partnership to sustain the 
academic, social, emotional and      
spiritual growth of our students. 

Mark Murphy    
Principal           
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Staff attendance
The average rate of teacher attendance for 2008 was 97.5%.  This figure is significant given the co-curricular program 
(including camps, Saturday sports, excursions, the musical etc) that our teachers conduct often outside normal school hours.  
Every teacher is expected to attend staff meetings on a regular basis, opening ceremonies for the whole College community, 
parent teacher evenings and House Masses. In light of that, staff attendance figures remain quite high. Support staff attendance 
was 97%.

Staff retention
During 2008, there was a turnover of 12.6% of our permanent teaching staff.  This is a little higher than the average over the 
past 10 years (10.7%).  The figure is in line with the greater movement experienced by many schools last year and promotion 
of some staff to senior positions of leadership in other Catholic secondary schools. Marcellin has a balance of experienced 
teachers and new staff from other schools and recent graduates from universities.

Teacher Qualifications
All teachers at Marcellin College have completed at least four years of tertiary education consistent with the VIT requirements.  
In 2008, there were 97 teachers at the College. Professional qualifications included: 104 Bachelor’s Degrees, 97 Graduate 
Diplomas of Education, 9 Graduate Certificates, 30 Graduate Diplomas, 19 Master’s Degrees and one PhD.

Expenditure and participation in Professional Learning
During 2008, eight school days were dedicated to Professional Learning which specifically related to the College’s Strategic 
Plan. Attendance at these activities averaged 95% (allowing for those on sick leave, other duties etc).  Professional Learning 
related to areas such as the progressive introduction of VELS, Peer Observation and Coaching, Boys Education, Thinking 
Curriculum, Marist Charism and development of ICT in the curriculum. 

Further, our 97 teachers have undertaken professional learning activities outside of the College for a total of 139 days. When all 
expenses are calculated, including replacement teacher costs, the average expenditure per teacher was $1,017 in addition to the 
eight school days referred to above.

Student attendance 
The College carefully monitors lateness and absences of students and provides semester by semester advice to parents via 
school reports.  There were a total of 12,132 days of student absence, averaging 9.7 days per student for the year. Although this 
is under the Victorian State average and slightly lower then the 2007 average, we believe the average per student at Marcellin is 
too high and requires attention from the College community.

Year 9 - 12 Student Retention Rates
In 2005, 226 entered Year 9.
In 2008, 185 completed Year 12.
This represents a retention rate of 82% for our boys.

 
 
 Figure 1: Median Study Scores

Senior Secondary Outcomes
100% of our VCE students successfully completed the VCE certificate in 2008 with a median study score in all subjects of 31. 

100% of our Intermediate & Senior VCAL students completed their certificate last year. In 2008, 13 Year 11 students 
completed the Intermediate certificate. All 10 Year 12 students were offered apprenticeships after completing the Senior VCAL  
certificate.
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Proportion of students meeting national benchmarks 
In 2008, our Year 7 students were assessed by the National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN).  The 
2008 NAPLAN indicated that:
 99.1% of our students exceeded national benchmarks in reading
 97.8% exceeded national benchmarks in writing
 96.5% exceeded national benchmarks in spelling
 96.5% exceeded national benchmarks in grammar and punctuation
 99.1% exceeded national benchmarks in numeracy

Each year the College forwards the individual results of NAPLAN tests to parents. These results are very pleasing and reflect 
the work that all our teachers undertake in developing the numeracy and literacy of our students.  The Learning Support Team 
at Marian House continues to implement programs and strategies that both support and extend our students’ learning in literacy 
and numeracy.  The College is also an active member of the CEOM Middle Schools’ Literacy Cluster Program, working 
closely with other primary and secondary schools in our region. 

Value Added
The College has regularly reported via the Eagle and website the rich range of activities that complement the academic 
teaching program, including:
 World Youth Day pilgrimage       Various student leadership programs
 House athletics & swimming carnivals      Music ensemble and private tuition programs
 The Year 7 Altissima games       Language tour to Italy for Years 9 to 12
 Outdoor education camp programs at Years 7, 8 & 9    Year 10 Toastmasters & the Da Vinci Decathlon
 Comprehensive career & pathway advice     Year 10 ballroom dancing 
 Years 7 to 12 debating       Year 10 work experience
 West Side Story in collaboration with Our Lady of Mercy College
 
The College takes its religious dimension very seriously and is committed to various programs including Remar, community 
service, Solidarity week, Year 11 & 12 retreat programs and seminar days that are designed to provide our young boys with 
spiritual growth, guidance and faith development. The College also provided opportunities for our boys to actively participate 
in various sporting associations such as The Association of Grammar Schools of Victoria (AGSV), Rugby Victoria and the 
Marist Cricket carnival hosted by Newman College in Perth and the Marist Basketball carnival hosted by St. Augustine’s in 
Cairns.

Average Standardised Results at Year 9
In 2008, Year 9 students were assessed by the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) in Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions and Numeracy. The 2008 NAPLAN indicated that:
 97.9% of our students exceeded national benchmarks in reading
 95.9% exceeded national benchmarks in writing
 95.5% exceeded national benchmarks in spelling
 97.0% exceeded national benchmarks in grammar and punctuation
 98.4% exceeded national benchmarks in numeracy

Financial activities
Year ending:   31/12/08  Method of accounting:  Accrual 

Recurrent income    Recurrent expenditure 
School fees        4,376,055  Salaries, allowances & related expenses 10,031,624 
Other fee income           287,379  Non-salary expenses      3,738,178
Private income           477,620  Total      13,769,802 
State government recurrent grants       1,827,973    
Federal government recurrent grants   6,212,140
Total                    13,181,167    
    
Capital income & expenditure   Capital expenditure - total   1,339,915 
Government capital grants          199,834    
Capital fees and levies       1,458,680  Loans 
Other capital income            15,100  Opening balance      3,746,677 
Total          1,673,614  Closing balance      3,333,345 

Note that the information provided above does not include the following items - system levies charged to individual schools, intra-systemic transfers and diocesan supplementary capital fund 
(SCF) supported borrowings for primary schools.  The information provided is not comparable with other educational sectors. The Department of Education, Employment and Workplace 
Relations (DEEWR) is in the process of reviewing the Financial Questionnaire (FQ) during 2009 that may ultimately change the method of reporting these exclusions.



Changes in the median standards for Year 7
Marcellin College is able to compare our 2007 Year 7 AIM and the 2008 NAPLAN performance median results against the 
State and National median standards in the following tests:
             Reading performance has improved 1.7%
            Numeracy performance has improved 0.9%
             Writing performance has improved 2.2%
The changes in these figures indicate some improvement in each area tested.

A comparison of changes in National Benchmark Results from the recent NAPLAN results can not be compared in the aspects 
of spelling and grammar and punctuation as it was not a component of the AIM testing in 2007.

Student Learning Outcomes for 2006, 2007 & 2008
Marcellin College is able to compare student learning outcomes from 2006, 2007 & 2008 via AIM and most recently in 2008, 
via NAPLAN data. The information we have received clearly demonstrates that boys at Marcellin have regularly out performed 
‘like schools’ and State and National medians over a three to four year period. 

The anaylsis of AIM and NAPLAN results in the following standidsed testing indicates the strength of recent new literacy and 
mathematics programs all designed to improve student learning outcomes. The tables below indicate the median score in each 
performance test. 

Reading       Writing

Mathematics/Numeracy     

        Key

                Marcellin        Like School

                  All (State)        All (National)   

The College is pleased to see the obvious growth in these key learning areas and is dedicated to ongoing review of data to 
inform and improve future teaching methodology and student learning outcomes. 

* Please note that the 2008 NAPLAN testing uses different standard levels and this chart has been modified to allow a comparison with the 2005 – 7 AIM results.
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95% of   
Year 12 students,
who applied 
through VTAC, 
received a 1st 
round tertiary
offer.

Post School Destinations
On Track data statistics for all Victorian Secondary Schools were published recently in the newspapers.  
They indicated that our 185 Year 12 students proceeded as follows:
 96% received any tertiary offer
 70% were offered a university place (60% enrolled)
 30% were offered a TAFE place (14% enrolled)
 13% are undertaking apprenticeships/traineeships
 3% proceeded to employment
 2% were looking for work
 9% deferred

The Class of 2008’s University & TAFE areas of study breakdown for 2009* are listed below:

Parents, Student and Teacher Satisfaction
There are a number of indicators that suggest that Marcellin College enjoys a positive reputation in the 
community. Enrolment demand continues to be very high and College tours and open days have been very 
well patronized. 

Our parent community has shown great support for the College through their strong participation at Parent 
Teacher evenings and various information evenings and House functions. An enhanced sense of community 
support has also been observed at all other events held at the College, especially via Saturday sport and via 
various Arts events and social gatherings.

Throughout 2008, staff participated in Peer Observation. Feedback suggests that staff at Marcellin enjoy 
strong collegial support and demonstrate a genuie care for their students. They have also benefited from 
sharing their knowledge and expertise with each other. 

There is evidence via a number of indictors of a high level of student satisfaction. I particularly wish to 
highlight the following two:

 Very high levels of participation in the variety of co-curricular activities offered at the College.  
 Attendance at College outdoor education camps is close to 100%.
 Feedback from the Student Representative Council suggests that the Marcellin community  
 continues to build young men that are ready to enter life after school and that the students have a  
 strong sense of pride in their College.

* Information provided by VTAC

Creative Arts

Education

Engineering

Hospitality

Health

Management & Commerce  

Science 

Society & Culture

Agriculture & Environment  

Architecture & Building  

Information Technology  
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